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 Glossary of Terms 
 

Acronym or Phrase Definition 

AA Appropriate Assessment (Under the Habitat Regulations) 

CS Consultation Statement 

HNS Housing Needs Survey 

HRA Habitat Regulations Assessment 

HSAP  Housing Site Allocation Plan (formerly referred to as the Sites DPD) 

LPA Local Planning Authority (Wiltshire Council) 

NDP Neighbourhood Development Plan 

NPPF National Planning Policy Framework - 'The Framework' sets out planning policies for England  

Reg. 14 / 15 Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Plan (General) Regulations 2012 requires that a formal 6-week Consultation be carried out. 
Regulation 15 Requires a Consultation Statement to be submitted. 

SA Sustainability Appraisal – Appraisal of the impacts of policy (like this plan) to include socio-economic and environmental factors. 

SAC Special Area of Conservation  

SEA Strategic Environmental Assessment – European legislation requiring all plans to be assessed for environmental effects.  

SHLAA/ SHELAA /  Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment / Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment 

SR Scoping Report 

SSR Site Selection Report 

WCS Wiltshire Core Strategy 

 



- 3 - 
 

1.0 Introduction: What are the ‘Basic Conditions’? 
 
1.0 Part 5, Paragraph 15, section (d) of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012) requires a statement to be provided with 
 every neighbourhood plan to demonstrate how it meets the 5 ‘Basic Conditions’ all plans must comply with. The Basic Conditions are to 
 be found in paragraph 8 (2) of Schedule 4B to the 1990 Town and Country Planning Act (as amended) as applied to neighbourhood plans 
 by section 38A of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 
 
1.1 The Basic Conditions applicable to a Neighbourhood Plan (as distinct from a Neighbourhood Development Order) are: 
 
 a. having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the Secretary of State it is appropriate to make the order 
    (or neighbourhood plan).  
 d. the making of the order (or neighbourhood plan) contributes to the achievement of sustainable development. Read more details. 
 e. the making of the order (or neighbourhood plan) is in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the development plan 
    for the area of the authority (or any part of that area).  
 f. the making of the order (or neighbourhood plan) does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU obligations.  
 g. prescribed conditions are met in relation to the Order (or plan) and prescribed matters have been complied with in connection with the 
     proposal for the order (or neighbourhood plan).  
 
        (The prescribed matters relate to matters including significant effect being caused by the plan to a European site (as defined in the  
     Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2012) or a European offshore marine site (as defined in the Offshore Marine     
     Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 2007) (either alone or in combination with other plans or projects). Additionally, the 
     Conservation of Habitats and Species and Planning (Various Amendments) (England and Wales) Regulations 2018 which came into force on 28 th

     December 2018, added the requirement that a neighbourhood plan must not ‘breach the requirements of Chapter 8 of Part 6 of the    
          Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017’. The latter regulations require Appropriate Screening and if necessary,    
     Assessment, usually referred to as HRA or AA. 

 
1.2 This Statement provides evidence that the North Bradley Neighbourhood Plan also referred to below as the ‘NDP’ and ‘The Plan’, 
 complies with all of the above Basic Conditions. Since an Examiner must also consider whether the Plan meets European Human Rights 
 Legislation, the Statement also covers this matter. 
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1.3 Throughout this document, and indeed the NDP itself, references are made to the National Planning Policy Framework or 
NPPF. The NPPF was modified on 24th July 2018 and again in February 2019. However, the NDP was developed over two 
years before that, working with the earlier version. Nevertheless, the plan was re-read and checked against the new version 
prior to submission and is fully compliant.  References are to the new version. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The spatial implications of the NDP can be seen on the Comprehensive Policy Map in the Plan. 
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2.0 What the Plan Sets Out to Achieve  
 
2.0 The North Bradley Neighbourhood Plan sets out a Vision of how the community would like the parish to be by 2026, as well 

a series of Objectives designed to indicate what would need to be done to achieve this. Delivery of the Vision and Objectives 
is the job of the polices themselves – the formal planning polices  -  but also the informal  ‘Community Actions; the latter 
without legal force to guide community action. The overall aim is to deliver sustainable development by ensuring that the 
community develops in a balanced way that is beneficial for the community and with minimal negative impact on the 
environment. Where appropriate, environmental improvement is sought. 

 
2.1 The Vision is as follows: 

 
NDP VISION 

 

 
 
By 2026 North Bradley will have retained its landscape setting, including its physical separation from Trowbridge and its own distinct rural 
character. Local wildlife will have been protected and will be thriving.  
 
The parish will have secured benefits from development, including the Ashton Park Strategic Site and the Elm Grove Farm site proposed in the 
Housing Sites Allocations DPD, in terms of provision of new and upgraded infrastructure. New sites will have become integrated and 
functioning parts of the parish.  
 
Necessary housing will have been provided and local facilities, including pubs and shops and recreational and open space will have been 
preserved or added. The parish will be cleaner and, where possible, provide a better habitat for nature. There will be an improved and better 
maintained transport network including foot and cycle paths and speeding vehicles will have been reduced and pedestrian safety improved. 
  
 
 
2.2 The Vision is in general conformity with Development Plan policy, and indeed reflects and takes forward this quite deliberately. It 
 contains a desire to create sustainable development through balancing necessary growth with environmental protection and necessary 
 infrastructure. The Vision is likely to help deliver sustainable development through these means and by reducing the need to travel.  
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2.3 The Plan Objectives are: 
 

                       NDP OBJECTIVES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
2.4 The Plan Objectives aim to guide how the plan delivers the Vision. The Objectives are consistent with Development Plan Policy and the 
 NPPF, and as confirmed by the SEA, are likely to deliver balanced and sustainable development.  
 

1.    To preserve the rural setting and identity of North Bradley, in particular the open spaces between the village and Trowbridge, but 
also existing cherished green open spaces. 

 
2.       To allow the community to grow and develop in a sustainable way, with new housing and matching infrastructure. 
 
3.  To improve transport for residents including: 
 
 *  Reducing vehicle speeds 
 *  Improving parking 
 *  Improving sustainable transport including bus services and the    
       creation and maintenance of the network of paths and cycleways.  
 
4. To influence the detailed planning of development, to ensure the parish community benefits in terms of improved infrastructure. 
 
5. To encourage and support community facilities such as shops, pubs, places of entertainment and leisure and new  
            and existing open space. 
 
6.  To protect and improve the natural and built environment in terms of habitat for wildlife, including ancient and veteran trees and  
            ancient woodland, but also the public realm for people in terms of litter and cleanliness. 
 
7.  To enhance and protect where appropriate community facilities and assets, for example recreation areas, and to provide a site for a  
            new non-denominational burial ground within the parish 
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3.0 Meeting the Basic Conditions 
 
3.0 Paying regard to national policies, advice and guidance by the Secretary of State 
 The easiest way to demonstrate this seems to be to assess all the main planning policies in a table to demonstrate links between the 
 NPPF * (‘The Framework’) and Planning Practice Guidance (PPG), and the policies themselves. A fuller discussion accompanies each 
 policy in the plan document itself. A text box at that point indicates direct links with paragraph references both to the NPPF and the 
 Wiltshire Core Strategy.  The links indicated are examples and are not exhaustive. 
 

Policy NPPF / PPG Commentary 
1. Landscape 
Gap and HSAP 
Sites 

Paragraphs 8 (c), 28, 97 
(e.g. Trowbridge FC), 
127 (especially (c) and 
(d),170.  PPG 001, 004, 
011, 043, 044 

The NDP seeks to allow necessary strategic development, supporting an emerging strategic plan (HSAP) while 
balancing this with the preservation of a rural landscape setting for North Bradley village.  

2.  
Housing 
(General) 

NPPF: 28, 59, 61-66,  
PPG paragraphs 007, 
042,043, 044, 070 

The NDP supports the NPPF’s Objective (NPPF paragraph 59) to significantly boost the supply of homes and also 
to address the needs of different groups. Based on the HNS, this includes those to meet specific local needs. However, 
the level of allocations is higher than the minimum to build in flexibility over the whole plan period. Eco homes are 
encouraged as one sustainable solution, as is housing for older residents.  

3.  
Housing Site 

NPPF: 68-69, 70-72, 78, 
127, 150, 170 
PPG paragraphs 007, 
042,043, 044, 070 

The NDP allocates one small site delivering up to 25 homes. The level of allocations is sufficient to allow the village 
to grow sustainably, supporting local facilities and vitality (NPPF paragraph 78), but is not so large that it would 
conflict with the village’s status within the overall spatial strategy of the WCS.  
The policy avoids allocating development on land subject to significant flood risk (NPPF Paragraph 150) and seeks 
to minimise heritage, landscape impacts and seeks net gain for biodiversity. (e.g. NPPF paragraphs 7, 127, 170).  

4.  
Local Green 
Space 
Designation 
 

NPPF: 91-92, 96, 97, 99-
101, 170, 174. 
PPG Paragraph 029, 030 

 Local Green Spaces, protected by this policy provide places for informal recreation and ‘ promote social 
interaction, including opportunities for meetings between people who might not otherwise come into contact with 
each other’ (NPPF Paragraphs 91 and 92). Their designation is consistent with paragraphs 99-101 of the NPPF. 
These spaces serve a multitude of functions making important contributions in the areas of healthy recreation, 
biodiversity, climate change and flood control. 

5. Bat 
Conservation 

NPPF: 170, 171, 174, 176 
PPG 007, 008, 009, 011 

This policy takes forward the advice of the County Ecologist and ensures protection of rare species and protected 
habitat (SAC).  

6.  
Infrastructure 
Priorities 

NPPF: 034, 057,  
PPG Paragraph 004, 011, 
045, 046,  

The Plan seeks to ensure that local people have some say over where and on what development contributions are 
spent – consistent with NPPF paragraph 34. It does not seek to impose additional burdens and has had regard to 
local viability levels through reference to the Wiltshire Local Plan Viability Study.  

  
*The plan is compliant with both the current (post July 2018) and earlier version of the NPPF. References are to the current, later version.  
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3.1 Contributing to the achievement of sustainable development 
 
 The National Planning Policy Framework (paragraph 8) provides a succinct explanation of what this means for planning.  
 
 ‘Achieving sustainable development means that the planning system has three overarching objectives, which are interdependent and   
  need to be pursued in mutually supportive ways (so that opportunities can be taken to secure net gains across each of the different   
  objectives): 
 
 a) an economic objective – to help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right 
  types is available in the right places and at the right time to support growth, innovation and improved productivity; and by  
  identifying and coordinating the provision of infrastructure; 
 
 b) a social objective – to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a sufficient number and range of homes 
  can be provided to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by fostering a well-designed and safe built environment, 
  with accessible services and open spaces that reflect current and future needs and support communities’ health, social and  
  cultural well-being; and 
 
 c) an environmental objective – to contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environment; including  
  making effective use of land, helping to improve biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution, 
  and mitigating and adapting to climate change, including moving to a low carbon economy. 
 
 9. These objectives should be delivered through the preparation and implementation of plans and the application of the policies in 
  this Framework; they are not criteria against which every decision can or should be judged. Planning policies and decisions  
  should play an active role in guiding development towards sustainable solutions, but in doing so should take local circumstances 
  into account, to reflect the character, needs and opportunities of each area. 
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3.2 Accordingly the North Bradley NDP contains polices that support all three of these objectives: 
 
 Support for the Economic Objective 

Given the availability of the nearby business park and Trowbridge itself, there is no over-riding need for the NDP to allocate employment 
sites. However, the Plan does support housing development, both locally and in terms of strategic sites, which will create jobs and 
provide new customers for local businesses. The Plan, including its informal community action elements, is also supportive of 
infrastructure and the improvement of local facilities including shops and a public house.  

   
 Support for the Social Objective 

The Plan supports new housing, facilities and the preservation of green open spaces, ideal for formal and informal recreation. The aim is 
to ensure that, as the village grows, facilities and infrastructure keep pace, and if possible, improve to the benefit of the health and social 
well-being of the community. Better footpath links and the preservation of recreational space will facilitate people meeting and 
interacting.  

  
 Support for the Environmental Objective 

The Plan seeks to enhance biodiversity and to preserve a rural landscape setting for the village, separating it from Trowbridge. This will 
not only preserve the separate village identity of North Bradley but will create an open space to the benefit of agriculture and wildlife. 
The planting of further trees and hedgerows, under community actions, will help absorb CO2 and mitigate some of the effects of climate 
change (for example by providing shade and absorbing flash flooding from storms).  The encouragement of eco-homes is intended to 
reduce the carbon footprint of the village and act as exemplars to existing homes. The provision of ULEV charging points in new 
developments, the encouragement of eco-homes and provision of green infrastructure will all support the overall Environmental aspect of 
sustainability.  
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3.3 In addition it can be said that the North Bradley NDP is likely to deliver sustainable development for the following reasons: 
 

• The NDP was subjected to SEA and HRA (AA), in its final form it was found unlikely to cause significant negative environmental 
effects. Indeed, positive effects were to be expected. These reports are given as separate documents. 

• Policies are designed to reflect and take forward the planning policy context including the Wiltshire Core Strategy (WCS). The WCS 
(adopted 2015) of course underwent SA itself before adoption. The overall strategy of the WCS is to direct development in such a way 
that sustainable settlements can be achieved where the need to travel is minimised. 

• The Plan also supports sites proposed in the emerging Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan (HSAP) – again this plan and its polices 
were subject to SA. Additional homes for local needs are also allocated. This is to ensure local needs are met, to provide flexibility 
throughout the plan period and also to help support existing facilities and services through a larger catchment population.  

• The Plan aims to balance development with infrastructure and environmental enhancement in an attempt to mitigate negative 
environmental effects and also to improve self-containment and reduce the need to travel – a central principle of spatial sustainability. 

• The Plan ‘plans positively’ by taking forward the overall housing strategy of the Wiltshire Core Strategy, a process that will result in 
more people being able to access affordable homes. The Plan directly allocates a site but also establishes a positive planning context 
necessary to deliver necessary homes where these come forward as windfalls.  

• The Plan seeks a balance between preserving what the community values (such as heritage, landscape and biodiversity) and the necessary 
development to preserve services and facilities, prevent the village from stagnating and improve infrastructure.  

 
3.4 Being in general conformity with the policies of the Development Plan 

The NDP document discusses links with higher level policy at numerous points, and indeed every policy is accompanied by a table 
indicating links between the policy and both NPPF and the Wiltshire Core Strategy. The plan making process in fact began with an 
analysis of exiting higher level policy as is clearly evidenced in the Scoping Report, and the NDP is specifically aimed at taking forward 
and helping to deliver the strategic aims of the Wiltshire Core Strategy (WCS) and Housing Site Allocations Plan (HSAP). The NDP’s 
strategy is essentially the same as the overarching planning strategy for the area; a spatial sustainability approach that seeks to balance 
development with environmental protection; locating land uses is such a way that the need to travel is reduced (see WCS Policies 1, 2).   
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3.5 To add to the above indications of how the NDP is in general conformity with the Development Plan, as expanded on more fully in the 
 Plan documents itself, the following table aims to demonstrate this by examining each of the Strategic Objectives of the Wiltshire Core 
 Strategy and showing how these are taken forward in the NDP. 
 

WCS Strategic Objective Relevant NDP 
Policy 

Commentary 

Delivering a thriving 
economy  
 

Policy 1 
 
Policies 2/3 
 
Informal Policy 

The NDP supports strategic sites. Construction will encourage jobs and new residents will bring increased 
income to local businesses.  
The NDP encourages new housing of appropriate scale in the village, again increasing customer base of 
residents and improving viability of businesses. 
Informal policy aims to support new local facilities (e.g. post office, shop etc) 

Addressing climate change  Policy 2 
Policy 4 
Policy 6 
Informal Policies 

Policy 2 encourages more sustainable types of housing 
Policy 3 will preserve Local Green Spaces (reducing heat island effects of rising temps and preserving 
natural drainage for storm water. 
Policy 6 encourages zero or low-carbon transport. 
Informal policy encourages tree and hedgerow planting and maintenance of drainage ditches. 

Providing everyone with 
the opportunity to reside in 
a decent, affordable home  

Policy 1 
Policy 2 
Policy 3 

Policies 1 and 2 and 3 provide for necessary homes, including one allocated site and encouragement of 
appropriate scale and type of new homes.  
  

Helping to build resilient 
communities  
 

Policy 4 
Policy 6 
Policy 7 
Informal Policies  

Policy 4 preserves Local Green Space, important for Health and well-being.  
Policy 6 aims to ensure appropriate infrastructure is provided to support all of the community 
Policy 7 supports provision of local ground so that loved ones can be buried close to relatives.  
Informal polices are aimed at enhancing community co-operation and action over a range of non-planning 
issues.  

Protecting and enhancing 
the natural, historic and 
built environment 

Policies 1, 2, 3 
Policy 4 
Policy 5 
Policy 6 
Policy 7 

Policy 1 aims to create a large landscape gap. Site selection for Policy 2 seeks enhancement for biodiversity, 
Policy 3 seeks to protect heritage and biodiversity in creating the Housing Site 
 Policy 4 seeks to preserve Local Green Space 
Policies 5 and 6 aim to conserve protected habitat and species. 
Policy 7 seeks to create a burial ground – an excellent habitat for wildlife 

Ensuring that adequate 
infrastructure is in place to 
support our communities 

Policy 3 
Policy 4 
Policy 6 
Policy 7 

Policy 3 requires ULEV charging points 
Policy 4 aims to provide Local Green Spaces for healthy recreation and social interaction.  
Policy 6 aims to help provide needed infrastructure relevant to local needs 
Policy 7 seeks to support provision of a burial ground 
Informal community action will improve Green Infrastructure such as hedges and trees.. 
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3.6 The making of the neighbourhood plan does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU obligations 
The Conservation of Habitats and Species and Planning (Various Amendments) (England and Wales) Regulations 2018 came into force 
on 28 December 2018.  These Regulations amend the basic condition prescribed in Regulation 32 and Schedule 2 (Habitats) of the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended). It now states, ‘The making of the neighbourhood development plan 
does not breach the requirements of Chapter 8 of Part 6 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017.’  

  
3.7 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 include regulations on the assessment of plans (including neighbourhood 
 plans) and projects on European sites or European offshore marine sites. The first stage is to screen the plan to see whether it is likely to 
 have a significant effect on any European sites. If the plan is ‘screened in’ because significant effects cannot be ruled out, the next stage 
 is for an appropriate assessment to be carried out considering the impact on the European site’s conservation objectives. Consent for the 
 plan to proceed can only be given if it is ‘screened out’ at the first stage or the appropriate assessment concludes the integrity of the 
 European site will not be adversely affected.  
 
3.8 Due to the proximity of North Bradley to the Bath and Bradford on Avon SAC, this meant that it required an appropriate assessment to 

be carried out (rather than the result of the original screenings which showed no need for an AA.  The HRA (AA) on the submission 
version of the Plan was completed on 22nd May 2019 and indicated that no adverse effects would be caused (See Appendix 2).  

 
3.9 Regulation 5 of the SEA Regulations requires an environmental assessment of plans which ‘in view of the likely effect on sites, have 
 been determined to require an assessment pursuant to Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) (Reg. 5, para. (3).’ Planning 
 Practice Guidance (PPG) para 047 states that ‘if a plan is one which has been determined to require an appropriate assessment under the 
 Habitats Directive then it will normally also require a Strategic Environmental Assessment.’  
 
3.10 Accordingly, an SEA was completed by specialist consultants AECOM in July 2019. This found no evidence for significant negative 

impacts and a strong likelihood of a number of positive impacts from the NDP. The SEA Environmental Report concluded: 
 

‘Overall it is considered that the NBNP takes a proactive approach to delivering new development whilst protecting key aspects of the 
natural and built environment that contribute to the overall quality of place and living in this area. The NBNP seeks to proactively 
address the cumulative effects arising from implementation of the HSAP alongside the NBNP and seeks to reduce the potential for 
negative effects in this respect, whilst maximising the potential for positive effects arising.’ 

3. 11 The SEA and HRA documents are available separately accompanying the NDP, and the process is also described in detail in the 
Consultation Statement 
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3.12 The Plan was found to comply with the Human Rights (European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) and Equalities Act 2010 
 Assessment) – see Section 4 for detailed assessment.  
 
3.13 Prescribed conditions are met in relation to the neighbourhood development plan and prescribed matters have been complied 
 with in connection with the proposal for the plan  
 

The North Bradley Neighbourhood Development Plan (also known as the NDP and also below as ‘The Plan’) has been prepared in 
accordance with the statutory regulations required by Paragraph 8 (2) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country  Planning Act 1990 (as 
applied by Section 38A of the Town and Country Planning Act 2004, the Localism Act 2011, the Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017 and 
as embodied in the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012, 2015 and 2016).  It meets the basic legal requirements for a 
Neighbourhood Plan in the following respects: 

 
3.14 The plan is being submitted by a qualifying body. 

The designated Neighbourhood Area approved by Wiltshire Council in their decision dated 4th January 2017, and covers the entire parish 
of North Bradley, and the plan is being submitted by the Parish Council as the appropriate Qualifying Body for that area. 

 
3.15 The Plan sets out policies in relation to the development and use of land in the  neighbourhood area.  
 
3.16 The Plan states the time period in which it is to have effect. This is from 2018 until 2026 – the same timeframe as the Wiltshire Core 
 Strategy. 
 
3.17 The North Bradley NDP does not deal with excluded development, namely county matters (mineral extraction and waste 
 development), nationally significant infrastructure or any other matters set out in Section 61K of the Town and Country Planning Act 
 1990.  
 
3.18 The proposed neighbourhood plan does not relate to more than one neighbourhood area. There is no other Neighbourhood 
 Development Plan proposed or in place within this neighbourhood area.  
 
3.19 As noted above, The Neighbourhood Plan has been Screened for potential impacts on a European wildlife site or a European offshore 
 marine site either alone or in combination with other plans or projects, and also to ensure that it does not breach the requirements of 
 Chapter 8 of Part 6 of  the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017.  
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4.0 Human Rights (European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) and Equalities Act 2010 Assessment) 
 
4.0 European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) 
 The Human Rights Act (which brings into force the above convention) contains a number of articles which are potentially relevant to 
 neighbourhood planning such as: 
 
 • the right to respect for private and family life 
 • freedom of expression 
 • prohibition of discrimination  
 
4.1 In relation to the North Bradley NDP therefore, all sections of the community should be given the opportunity to get involved in 
 preparing the plan and express their views on it. These views should be reflected in the final plan to their benefit. 
 
4.2 The Parish Council confirm that the non-statutory and statutory consultations have been carried out in such a way that all sections of the 
 local community have been given the opportunity to express their views. The Steering Group were constantly mindful of the need to 
 engage all sections of the local community and applied different consultation techniques accordingly. Details of this are given in the 
 accompanying Consultation Statement (CS). 
 
4.3 The Parish Council also wish to confirm that the neighbourhood plan has been prepared to represent the views of the whole community, 

with everyone having a chance to express their views and, crucially, these views being reflected in eventual policy. This is evidenced by 
the additional rounds of consultation (such as for sites) engaged in above and beyond those strictly required by the Regulations, and by 
the decision to make significant changes to the Plan following Regulation 14 consultation.  Sections 6 and 7 of the NDP itself indicate 
how views from the community helped create policy. More detail is given in the Consultation Statement with every comment being 
responded to.  

 
4.4  It is therefore believed that the North Bradley Neighbourhood Development Plan has had appropriate regard to the fundamental 
 rights and freedoms guaranteed under the European  Convention on Human Rights and complies with the Human Rights Act 1998. 
 
  
 
 



- 15 - 
 

4.5 Equalities Act 2010 
 The North Bradley Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) will be in general conformity with the Wiltshire Core Strategy (WCS). 
 An Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) for the Wiltshire Submission Document was published on January 2012 and regard has been 
 had to this. The preparation of the neighbourhood plan has had due regard to the provisions of Section 149(1) of the Equalities Act 2010 
 and the Parish Council is not aware of discrimination, harassment, victimisation or any conduct that is prohibited by or under this Act. 
 
4.6 The aspirations of the North Bradley NDP are positive for all sections of the community: 
 

• Selecting housing sites of the size and overall capacity in accordance with community wishes and sufficient to meet local needs, 
including for affordable, starter and family housing  

• Balancing development with environmental protection (Heritage, landscape and wildlife were identified as important issues by the 
community) 

• Providing infrastructure including community facilities for recreation, new allotments, cycle and footpaths 
• Aiming to improve sustainable transport  
• Preservation of Local Green Spaces valued by the community. These are places where people meet and socialise, facilitating 

community cohesion and communication as well as informal and healthy exercise. 
• Establishing a set of informal actions to facilitate the coming together of the community to solve shared problems 

 
4.7 These aims are entirely consistent with the overall aim of the Parish Council which is to serve the needs of all of the local community 
 regardless of race, colour or creed. The NDP will provide for a diverse society and will help reduce housing inequality. Ongoing 
 monitoring will ensure that housing sites continue to be found to meet local needs, especially for affordable housing.  
 
4.8 The plan will have a significant positive overall impact on the community. It will: 

• help improve access for all to a decent and affordable home 
• protect and enhance sport and recreational facilities for all 
• encourage and enhance sustainable transport 
• encourage and enhance opportunities for mixing socially 
• Preserve the local countryside, protect and boost biodiversity and enhance well-being. 

 
4.9 The aspirations of the community are at the heart of the Neighbourhood Plan and great efforts have been made to ensure that all have 
 had an opportunity to participate throughout  the plan-making process. This meaningful input from the community has continually shaped 
 the plan and the objectives within it. The Consultation Statement shows how input from different sources led directly to policies. 
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4.10 Reaching all Groups 
 North Bradley is a relatively homogenous village. However, efforts were made to engage disparate groups including the young and
 the elderly. These efforts are set out in the Consultation Statement. 
 
4.11 Independent, objective research 

Decisions regarding plan policies were based on factual evidence as well as expressed community views. This ensures elimination of any 
prejudice and concentration on the facts. For example, a site selection report was produced by a consultant and a Housing Needs Survey 
analysed housing need by contacting every household in the plan area. The HNS considered the needs young families and older residents 
and these factors are reflected in Policy.  

 
 4.13 Community Backing  
 The process of developing the plan has been open and democratic, with additional rounds of consultation used. Consultations have 
 demonstrated that the community are, in the majority, supportive of the objectives in the plan. This support will be confirmed at the 
 referendum stage of the Neighbourhood Planning process. 
 
 4.14 Community Cohesion 
 The plan process itself creates an opportunity for people to meet and exchange views, forming a basis for a shared identity. Further 
 than this however, the informal community actions contained within the plan are likely to have a long-term and positive effect on 
 community cohesion by providing a means by which local people can come together to tackle issue of importance to the community as 
 a whole.  
 
4.15 Assessment 
 The North Bradley NDP is consistent with the aims of the ECHR and Equalities Act 2010. No discrimination or disadvantage is 
 likely to occur as a result of the plan, which all sections of the community have had the opportunity of creating. Indeed, it is likely that 
 the impacts of the plan on human rights and equalities is will be positive. Built-in mechanisms of on-going monitoring and community 
 action projects will enable alterations to the plan and present opportunities for widespread participation going forward.   
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5.0 Overall Conclusion 
 
5.0 The North Bradley Neighbourhood Plan clearly meets all of the relevant basic conditions:  
 
 

1. It complies with and takes forward Government policy and guidance, in particular in its attempt to create a balanced and sustainable  
    strategy for development, as evidenced in this statement and in the boxes accompanying each policy. 

 
2. The making of the Plan will contribute to sustainable development. Advice has been sought from expert consultees and this has been   
    reflected in the Plan. The delivery of sustainable development is evidenced in this Statement but perhaps most forcefully in the    
    accompanying SEA and HRA.  

 
3. The Scoping Report accompanying the NDP proves that care has been taken to reflect the strategic policy context and in particular the  

         Wiltshire Core Strategy and emerging HSAP. The LPA, Wiltshire Council, has been a consultee throughout the plan and the  
    Consultation Statement demonstrates clearly how this has led to changes to the plan to ensure conformity with the policy context. The  
    NDP is in close conformity with the Development Plan as demonstrated in the Scoping Report. 

 
4. The Plan is compatible with European legislation and obligations, from the Habitat Regulations to Human Rights. This is evidenced in  
    this Document and in the Consultation Statement.  

 
5. Prescribed Conditions have been met as described herein and in the accompanying HRA (AA). 
 

 
5.1 Great care has been taken, including the employment of professional consultants and the close consultation with the LPA and Statutory 

Bodies, to create a plan that delivers sustainable development, complies with the basic conditions and is welcomed by the local 
community.  
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Appendix 1 SEA (Conclusion – full document available separately) 
 

Conclusions and recommendations  
9.40  Overall the appraisal of the NBNP has not identified the potential for significant negative effects. The SEA themes which are most 

sensitive to development in the NBNP area are biodiversity and landscape.  

9.41  In terms of biodiversity a key concern is the cumulative effect of development on bat species and the Bath and Bradford on Avon SAC; 
however, the appraisal has identified that policy provisions are likely to ensure that development will not lead to any significant negative 
effects in this regard. Higher level monitoring of the effects of development on bat species will also support the ongoing management of 
these key biodiversity features.  

9.42  In terms of landscape, a key concern is the open gap in the north of the Plan area which provides separation between North Bradley 
and Trowbridge and is integral to local distinctiveness. Considering the development proposed in the north of the Plan area through the 
HSAP, there is concern over the cumulative effects of development on this strategic landscape gap. The NBNP proactively tackles this 
issue with a spatial strategy that does not undermine the gap, and policy proposals that seek to retain the gap and support landscape 
character.  

9.43  Minor negative effects are identified as a result of the small-scale loss of greenfield land and soil resources at the development sites.  

9.44  The potential for significant positive effects are identified for the SEA themes of population and housing, community wellbeing and 
health, and transport. This largely relates to the delivery of new development, including: new housing which supports localised needs –
particularly in terms of housing type; policy provisions which provide protection for local green spaces and recreation; support for new 
community facilities such as a burial ground to meet local needs; and the provision of improvements to sustainable transport networks –
including the enhancement of active travel opportunities.  

9.45  Overall it is considered that the NBNP takes a proactive approach to delivering new development whilst protecting key aspects of the 
natural and built environment that contribute to the overall quality of place and living in this area. The NBNP seeks to proactively 
address the cumulative effects arising from implementation of the HSAP alongside the NBNP and seeks to reduce the potential for 
negative effects in this respect, whilst maximising the potential for positive effects arising.  Date: 5th July 2019. 

  
 
Prepared by  

 
 
Checked by  

 
 
Approved by  

Cheryl Beattie  
Senior Environmental Planner  

Alastair Peattie  
Associate Director  

Nick Chisholm-Batten  
Associate Director  

 
         AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited 
         3rd Floor, Portwall Place, Portwall Lane, Bristol BS1 6NA, United Kingdom, T: +44 117 901 7000, aecom.com 
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Appendix 2 HRA (AA) Third Screening and AA May 2019 
(For all SEA and HRA material see separate documents or Consultation Statement) 
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This document was produced by the North Bradley Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and: 
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Neighbourhood Planning Consultant 
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