
Version: 18/09/2016 

Reginald George Box 

Born in North Bradley 1895 
Killed in Action The Somme, France 7th October 1916 

Like some of the other families researched for this project, the Box family’s social and living 
conditions would be considered completely unacceptable now. They moved fairly frequently, 
living in North Bradley from the mid to late 1890s at least. Reginald was the youngest son, one 
of 7 surviving children (2 died young). The 1911 Census shows 8 adults, including an elderly 
disabled lady and a schoolgirl, living in 5 rooms. Three, possibly 4, of the younger men were 
doing heavy and dirty jobs. Reginald was working for Case & Sons butchers.  

Reginald (Reggie to his family) was a Rifleman with the 12th London Regiment (The Rangers), 
although when he was first called up in April 1916 under the Derby Scheme*, he had been 
found fit only for home duties with the 9th Middlesex Regiment.  

Only two weeks after he was sent to France in late September 1916, his parents received a 
letter from one of Reggie’s comrades explaining he had been killed on 7th October, but no 
official news came from the War Office. In reply to his parents’ letter, Reginald’s Commanding 
Officer told them he was alive on 14th October, but this mistakenly raised their hopes. In mid 
November 1916 official information was received that Reginald had been killed on 7th October 
1916. 

On that day, the Rangers had assaulted a German position called Dewdrop Trench, during the 
Battle of Ancre Heights at the Somme. The attack failed. Reginald was killed in what was likely 
to have been the first assault he took part in. 

Reginald is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the 
Somme, which bears more than 72,000 names. He is also remembered on the Trowbridge 
Memorial. 

Reginald’s 2 years older brother Kerwin (also known as Cuthbert) is also known to have served 
in the army, surviving the war.  

*The Derby Scheme was set up (by Lord Derby) in October 1915, allowing men to enlist and 
not be called up until the army needed them. 

See Reginald George Box’s Life Story at: https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/lifestory/445164 

Father: Frederick Box 
Born in Melksham. Was an Upholsterer in 
a bedding factory in Trowbridge soon after 
he married, but later became a Woollen 
Weaver. 

 Mother: (Mary) Rosina Bull 
Born in Trowbridge. Worked in the woollen 
cloth industry, as a Piecer and a Spinner at 
different times, including times when she 
had young children at home. 

 Married in 1879 in Melksham District, by 1881 they were living in Dursley 
Road, Trowbridge with their first child. In the 1891 Census the family had 
moved to Thomas Street (which was west of Timbrell Street) then in 
1901 they are found in Mortimer Street with 6 children, including 
Reginald, now 6 years old. They had spent a few years at least in North 
Bradley, as Reginald (b. 1895) and his younger sister Mary were both 
born here. By 1911 the family had returned to Dursley Road, Lower 
Studley, including 5 adult sons, a 12 year old daughter and Rosina’s 
elderly ‘invalid’ mother. Understandably, Rosina no longer worked 
outside the home.  

 

G/father 
William Box 
b. Melksham, Weaver 

 G/mother 
Ann ? 

 G/father 
Lewis Bull 
b. Semington, Labourer 

 G/mother 
Mary Ann Say 

With 6 brothers and sisters, at least two of whom are recorded as having married, Reginald has living 
relatives somewhere, some of them probably in Wiltshire. 


