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John Francis Smith or Allen 

Born in Westbury 1 June 1893 
Lost at Sea 2 December 1914 

At 17 years old in 1910, John joined the Navy as a ‘Boy’ – described as being 
5’ 43/4” tall, with brown hair, grey eyes, fresh complexion and with a “small 
cicatrix [scar] on nape of neck”. The Navy seems to have fed him better than 
he would have been at home; by the time he was 18 (only 8 months later) he 
had grown 2” in height.  

John was an Able Seaman on board HMS Angler, part of the Portsmouth 
Local Defence Flotilla, when he was washed overboard with two shipmates in 
heavy weather.   

His body was not recovered for burial, so he is remembered on the 
Portsmouth Naval Memorial, although is not included (under either name) on 
the North Bradley memorials.  

See John Francis Allen’s Life Story at: 
https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/lifestory/6291026 

 

Father: John Smith 
Born in Ireland, North Bradley, his 
family later settled in Yarnbrook. 
Did various labouring jobs over the 
years and was a Hawker of Oil at 
one time. He was the sibling (of 4) 
who stayed at home to support his 
aging parents. 

  

 Mother: Martha Allen 
Born and brought up in Hawkeridge, 
one of 7 siblings. In the 1891 
Census she is a Domestic Servant 
in Hackney (with an older sister) but 
later worked as a Charwoman. 

 Their son John Francis was born in Westbury Workhouse 
very shortly before they married in 1893.  
Although John Francis Allen was baptised in that name, it is 
understandable that they might not want to give a census 
enumerator a different surname for their son, so John 
Francis is recorded as Smith in some records. John was 
brought up in Yarnbrook. 
John and Martha went on to have three more children. 
 

 

G/father 
James Smith  
b. North Bradley, 
Agricultural 
Labourer 

 G/mother 
Sarah Hales 
b. North Bradley, 
Charwoman 

 G/father 
James Allen  
b. Hawkeridge,  
Agricultural 
Labourer 

 G/mother 
Ann Gumm(?)  
b. Hawkeridge, 
Laundress 

 


