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Henry John Abbott 

Born in Yarnbrook, 1893 
Died 1 August 1918 

Henry John Abbott was a Driver with the Royal Field Artillery 61st Howitzer Brigade, which 
became after reorganisation the 75th Howitzer Brigade. Known as John or Jack to his family, 
he joined up only a month after war was declared, but it was a year before he was sent to 
France. His Brigade was in the Guards Division, which was engaged in the Battle of Loos, 
and the Battles of Flers-Courcelette and of Morval, part of the Battles of the Somme.  

Shortly after the Battles of the Somme ended, on 25th November 1916 John was admitted to 
hospital, then invalided back to England, with what was eventually diagnosed as Diabetes. 
John was discharged, unfit for service. At first he had a 50% disability pension, later upgraded 
to 100%, but this was unlikely to be enough to live on, although he must have been quite ill. A 
report in the Wiltshire Times (see full transcript on his LoFWW Life Story, link below) seems to 
show he could not hold down a job, stole from his elderly parents (who threw him out as a 
result), failed to pay for his accommodation in Trowbridge and ended up in prison 14 days for 
a theft in Devizes. After this, he went back to South Wales where his brother lived and he had 
worked as a miner before the war, where he died on 1 August 1918. 

Henry John Abbott was brought back to North Bradley to be buried in St Nicholas churchyard 
and is named on the North Bradley Memorials as John Abbott. 

Thanks to Amanda Bristow for her help researching Henry John Abbott. 

See Henry John Abbott’s Life Story in the Parish of North Bradley community of Lives of the 
First World War at: https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/lifestory/2064 

Father: George Abbott 

Born and brought up in Seend, he was the 
youngest son in a family of at least six. His 
mother died when he was about 10 years old. 
He was first recorded as a Labourer at only 12 
years old. A Labourer in an Iron Works for 
some time, on the Railway or in Agriculture at 
other times. 

Buried in North Bradley. 

 Mother: Fanny Bennett 

Born in Yarnbrook, she was one of the middle 
children of a family of at least six. It appears 
she lived in Yarnbrook all her life.  

She lived to 87 years of age and is buried in 
North Bradley. 

 Married in North Bradley Parish Church in 1869, George and Fanny Abbott 
had at least 11 children, losing 4 very young and their oldest son at only 32 
years old. Henry John (John or Jack to the family) was the youngest. 

In the 1901 Census, at only 7 or 8 years old, John is living with older 
brother William and his wife in a village in South Wales, where William was 
a Miner. There is no way of knowing if this was a long-term arrangement. 
By the 1911 Census 10 years later, John is a Miner himself, boarding with 
another family, having moved away from his brother. 

 

G/father 
James Abbott  
b. Beckington, 
Somerset. 
Blacksmith 

 G/mother 
Elizabeth (Betty) 
Matthews 
b. Edington 

 G/father 
William Bennett 
b. North Bradley 
Agricultural Labourer 

 G/mother 
Elizabeth Randall 
b. Westbury or 
Hawkeridge 
 

John had a brother and sisters who married and had children. By the 1911 Census: 
Annie Rosina had married Sidney J Hill, they were living in Trowbridge 
William James had married Kate, they lived in South Wales 
Lily Amy had married Frederick W. Gumm, they were living in Yarnbrook 
Ethel Elizabeth had married Bertram Lywood, they were living in North Bradley 


