
Version: 4th June 2017 

Henry Charles Champion 

Born in North Bradley 27 January 1900 
Killed in Action Belgium 7 June 1917 

Henry, often known as Charles, was an under age soldier. He was determined to 
join the army when war broke out, finally succeeding with his seventh application in 
January 1916, when he was barely 16 years old. He was sent to France in February 
1917. Charles was serving with the 6th Battalion Wiltshire Regiment on the first day 
of the Battle of Messines, when he was killed in action. 

Henry Charles Champion rests in the Klein Vierstraat British Cemetery in Belgium 
and is commemorated on the Trowbridge War Memorial. 

As the war continued, so there were more connections between families who lost 
loved ones. Charles was  baptised by the Vicar of North Bradley, Wyndham 
Merewether, who was to lose his own son Christopher later in 1917. Also, as a 
young boy, Charles lived near the Coward family, who lost their son George in 1915. 

See Henry Charles Champion’s Life Story at: 
https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/lifestory/767709 

 

Father: Charles Wm. Champion 

Born and went to school in Trowbridge, 
but was living with his grandfather and 
an aunt in The Rank by the time he was 
16 (1901 Census). He gave his address 
as Southwick when he married. Worked 
on the railway as a Platelayer. 

 Mother: Mary Jane Marshman 

Born in Wingfield, she seems to have 
had a difficult childhood; her father died 
when she and her two brothers were 
young, then at only 11 years old she 
was in the Reformatory School at 
Limpley Stoke. 
Living in Yarnbrook when she married, 
she was a Domestic Servant. 
 

 The couple married in North Bradley in 1897 and had four 
children born in the Parish, including Henry Charles, their 
second child and oldest son. In 1901 they were living in The 
Rank, a few doors from the Coward family. In 1906/1907 they 
moved to Newtown, Trowbridge, where four more children were 
born. They may have moved back to The Rank later. 
 

 

G/father 
Henry Champion  
b. Chalford, 
Westbury, Ag. Lab. 

 G/mother 
Mary Brown (?) 
b. Trowbridge 

 G/father 
George 
Marshman 
b. Wingfield, Ag. 
Lab. 

 G/mother 
Jemima 
Jefferies 
b. Kington 
Langley 
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