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George Percy Coward 

Born in North Bradley 1896 
Killed in Action Gallipoli 20 September 1915 

George was a Lance Corporal with the 2nd Battalion South Wales Borderers (2nd SWB). The 
2nd SWB had been in Gallipoli from the first landings in April 1915, although George did not 
arrive there until 23rd August 1915. The final British offensive of the campaign started in 
August 1915, including an unsuccessful attack on Scimitar Hill begun on 21 August. The 
2nd SWB took part in this attack, so it is likely to have been here that George was lost, less 
than a month after he arrived there. He has no known grave, but is commemorated on the 
Helles Memorial (on the tip of the Gallipoli Peninsula), the Pontypool War Memorial and the 
Noddfa Baptist Church War Memorial and Roll of Honour, Abersychan.  

See George Percy Coward’s Life Story at: 
https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/lifestory/5111881 

 

Father: William Coward 
Born and brought up in Trowbridge, one 
of 5 children. Had been a Cloth Worker, 
but was a Boiler Stoker after moving to 
Wales.  

 Mother: Mary Jane Webb 
Born and brought up in Yarnbrook, one of 
7 children, the family had moved to 
Westbury Road by 1891 (later moved 
back to Yarnbrook). In 1891 she was a 
Wool Feeder in a Cloth Mill. Worked as a 
Glover at home when she had 5 young 
children (1901 Census). 
 

 Married in 1893, in 1901 they were living with 5 children in The Rank. 
In 1909/1910 they moved to British, Talywain, Abersychan, 
Monmouthshire, by which time 2 more children had been born in North 
Bradley parish and another in Wales. The oldest girl, Lily, stayed in 
Yarnbrook with her Webb grandparents. In the 1911 Census, George 
was described by his father as a ‘Helper’ in the nearby colliery. 
 

 

G/father 
William Coward  
b. BoA, Weaver 

 G/mother 
Sarah Pearce 
b. BoA 

 G/father 
William Webb 
b. Yarnbrook, 
Labourer 

 G/mother 
Harriet Hancock 
b. Edington 

 Raised a family of 5 in 
Trowbridge, later moved to 
Westbury 

   Raised a family of 7 in 
Yarnbrook 

 

 

While some of George’s closest relatives are likely to be in and around South Wales, the number of 
aunts and uncles George had in this area makes it probable that there are relatives around here 
still. I have much more information about the families, including names, dates, and locations, if 
anyone is interested in trying to trace George. 
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