
Edwin Stephen Ford 

Born in Aberkenfig, Glamorganshire 
Killed in Action France 31 October 1914 

Edwin was among the first groups of men to be mobilised, as a Private soldier with the  
1st Battalion of the Wiltshire Regiment, which left for France only 9 days after the declaration of 
war. He must have been already trained to leave so quickly, possibly at the Territorial unit of the 
Wiltshires based in Trowbridge. 

The 1st Wiltshires took part in the Battle of Mons 10 days after landing in France, followed by the 
‘Retreat from Mons’, a fighting withdrawal with a number of significant actions along a route which 
ended on the outskirts of Paris. Once the line stabilised the battalion took part in the First Battle of 
Ypres and Neuve Chapelle by which time they had lost 26 officers and 1000 men, the equivalent 
of a whole battalion. 

The Battalion War Diary for October 30th and 31st do not record any deaths on those days, but a 
determined attack in their sector by the Germans had started on 25th October. This was probably 
what became known as the Battle of La Bassée, one of many battles which made up First Ypres. 
It was a time of frequent movement, so it would not be unusual for the individuals lost to not be 
confirmed for some days. 

Edwin is commemorated on Le Touret Memorial and the Trowbridge Memorial and could be the 
man intended to be remembered on the North Bradley memorials, under the name ‘Edward Ford’. 
No man of the name ‘Edward Ford’ with connections to North Bradley at that time has yet been 
identified. 

See Edwin S. Ford’s life story on Lives of the First World War at: 
https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/lifestory/2503613 

Father: Alfred A. Ford 
Born in Radipole, Dorset, had been a 
Gardener there, but was a Railway Engine 
Driver after moving to Wales, then a Boiler 
Washer and later a Stores and Time Keeper 
with the GWR in Trowbridge. 

 Mother: Elizabeth Clark 
Born in Melcombe Regis, Dorset. 

 Married about 1871, they had 9 children while still living in Dorset. In 1885/86 
the family moved to Glamorganshire, where they then had Edwin (in 1886) and 
later another 3 children. At some time between 1893 and 1901 the family 
moved again, this time to Westbourne Road in Trowbridge, with the 7 younger 
children, including Edwin.  

 

Edwin Stephen Ford 
At 15 (1901) he was a Cloth Worker in 
Trowbridge, but GWR employment records 
show that in December 1910 he joined his 
father and a brother working at Trowbridge 
station as a Shedman (labourer). 

 Wife: Sarah Ann (Annie) Evans  
Born in Pembroke Dock in 1890.  
 
Annie remarried in 1919 and was living in her 
birthplace. 

 Married in 1907 in Pembroke district, they lost one child before they had a 
son, Alfred, born in Pembroke Dock in 1910.  
In 1911, the three of them were living in Woodmarsh. 

 

With so many brothers and sisters, some in Wales and some in this area, there must surely be living 
relatives. 


